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THE RELIGIOUS IN@QUINER. 


. scripture nught be fulfilled.” 

These words are often quoted to prove the final ruin of 
Judas Iscariot. We propose to shew that it 1s by no means 
necessary to understand them as conveying such an idea. 
Much stress is laid on the word “lost,” and “perdition.”— 
Yut do they, of themselves, uaply an idea of endless suf- 
fering? ‘The werd transiated “Jost,” in this passage, is 
apoleto ; to shew that this word does not of necessity con- 
vey an idea of utter ruin, we shall introduce sundry pass:- 
ces of scripture, Where the same word is used, and transla- 
St. Mat. 


10,6,“ But go rather to the Jost (apololota) sheep of the 


ted as in the words which head these remarks. 


St. Mat. 15, 24, “fam not sent but unto 
What 
advantage was it unto the “Jost” sheep, that Christ was 
Ifthe 


were already sealed to endless destruction, how were they 


house of Israel.” 


at 
une 


lost (apololota) sheep of the house of Israc].” 


”? 


sent unto them, if they were irrecoverably “ost” 
benefited by the preaching of the apostles, who were di- 
rected to proclaim, “the kingdom of heayen is at hand.” ? 


Again-—St. Luke 19,10, “The son of man is come to 


” 


the word “perdilion” proves as little ; for this word, (ape- 
leias) also is derived from the same root, (apol/umz.) What- 
ever, then, we have proved concerning the word, (apoleto,) 
translated “dost,” we have proved, with equal certainty, 
concerning the word (apoleias,) translated “perdiion.”— 
For since they are both derived trom the same root, (apoi- 
lumi,) their signification must be similar. 

It follows, that nothing is contained in the text, which 
And it is asked, does 
his general conduct afford evidence of such a calamity? 


‘roves the endless misery of Judas. 


We do not find from the scriptural account, that he was 
True, Christ 
once called him a “Devil”; so also he called Peter “Sa- 
We do not find, that, before he betrayed Christ, he 
But at the last, he 
We shall say nothing of the neces- 


altogether worse than the other disciples. 


tan.” 
was guilty of any high-handed crime. 
did betray his master. 
sity of histhus acting; of the good resulting; of the fact, 
that he undoubtedly sinned ignorantly, inasmuch as, had 
he known the true character of Christ, he would have 
known, either that it was necessary that he should then 
suffer death, or, that, if betrayed to the Jews, he could 
deliver himself from their hands. We pass over this, and 
observe, that it is generally allowed that those, who rc 

pent and forsake their sins, shall fird merey. And, we ack, 
lid not Judas repent? We venture to state, there cannot 
be found, in scripture, a case of fepentance, more strongly 
marked than his. David sinned, and repented—but he 
did not put away from: him that which caused him to of- 
tend ; instead of this, he married Bathsheba. Peter sin- 
ned, and he repented, and wept bitterly; but he did not 
openly confess Christ at that time; he concealed his 
knowledge of hira, and secreted himself ftom public view. 
But all believe that both David and Peter did sincerely 


1 
e 
. 


seek and to save that which was lost.” (apololos.) How repent. And did not Judas show greater evidence of re- 


pentance than either of these? 


he. 


could Carist save that which was dost, if that, which is /os/, He bronght again the 


can never be saved? St. Luke 15,32, “It was meet that)thirty pieces of silver, (the price of his iniquity.) and cast~ 


Pa 3 


we should make merry and be glad; for this, thy brother iug them down at the feet of the rulevs, exclaimed *I have 


He 
And when he perceived that he 


was dead, and js alive again; was lost, (apololos) and i 
found.” 


never be found, or saved ? 


- 


sinned, in (hat | have betrayed the innocent blood.” 


Oe: 
P-3st: 
fk 


Se ke ert sagen «eer yk ate 


Does this appear as if he, who is once lost, can|openly confessed his sin. 
could not remedy the evil, he was “suffocated with grief.” 


We repeat it, if we have evidence of one case of sincere re- 


re: ae 
Se 


It will be observed, that all these words, translated 


If, 


i 


eo 


‘lost,’ are derived from the same root, (apollumi.) 
therefore, the word of itself imply endless destruction, it 
must have this signification in all the passages above quo- 
ted; but itcannot have such a signification in those passa- 
ves; therefore it does not, necessarily, imply this in the 


passage first quoted, concerning Judas. The word “Jos 


therefore. proves nothing concerning h= fmalrnin., And 


” 
, 
ts 


pentanee, in the scriptures, this is the case. Shall we say 
then, that he, who repented so sincerely, as to perform all 
this—whose contrition was so great as to cause him to fa)! 
down dead, will never receive mercy from our Heavenly 
Father? Forbid it heaven! 

Vhile we believe that Christ implored mercy for his 





leanrdorers. saying, “Father. forgive them, for they naw 
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sj not what they do,’—and while we believe the Father will spart/ual, and eternal death. 
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I totally deny the first of wai 
answer lis prayer, and show mercy unto them, let us not|these expositions, because it contradicts fuct 


$s given in the ey 
believe there is no mercy for Judas, the betrayer. While] Bible. 


] oppose the last sense, as the scriptures are utter- 
.. we believe the principals in this transaction received mer- ly silent relative toa term of this import. ‘That a morai 


ey, let us not say, that he who was accessory only, is left}¢eath, or departure from a life of rectitude, is a consequence 


‘ without mercy. While we believe that Peter received{of sin, and that zuilt induces fear, and that “iear hath tor- 





mercy, though he demed Christ, after he had been ex-{ment,” is as evidently the tenor of scripture, as it is the 


pressly informed, that whoever denied him before men.jvoice of fact. 


should be denied, by him, before angels, Jet us never say,} An apostle imforms us, thet “to be carnally minded is 


qc! that mercy will forever be denied to Judas. Ina word—-|death.” It is over this death that Christ is victorious, by 
destroying “him that hath the power of death, that is, the 
final ruin—while we do not discover any thing in bis eon-|devil.” 


+] while we find no evidence in the scriptures to prove his 


al 


$ duct or character altogether worse tlian we find in that of] An apostle observes, “and so death passed upon all men, 
ps i others, even the apostles,—let us net pretend that the armor that all have sinned.” That the apostle did not allude 

[ of the Lerd is shortened, that he cannol save him, or that|tothe death of the body, is obvious from the fact, that all 

g 

ca 


ei 6 his loving kindness has failed, that he wz// not. men do not die naturally; and that he did not allude te 


ait | LUCIUS. jthe last, you will be ready to allow. as it must embrace the 





doctrine of universal damnation—a sentimeni which ree 


wy fs | POLE VIC 4 - quires mere nerve to vindicate than the most orthodox of 
’ ww 4 ~ a -_ 
‘ — — 
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te ————— = Jour times possess. From this death in ein, this moral dis 


X i} FOR TIIE RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. ease af the soul, we are raised by the spirit of the gospel, 


il 


ae Gn} ! * 4 wy > : - Lay 
oe ee a RE ee as saith the same apostle. We Know that we have pass- 
thi ; To Joun V.N. Yates, Esq. Secretary of State, : ; »P 
. { Albany, (N. Y.) eu from dexth to life, because we love the brethren. 


. ’ : , - } cory t tte wWpor t . 1 
Respecied Sir—In closing a late address to you on the I would here observe, that no fitter opportunity could 
k ay F 4 “ _ ’ ’ : . 1 eto © ani to P . P as 
i | infinity of sin, it Was my intention to commence the pre- possibly offer, in which to state the imfiuite nature of sin, 


° . ° . . ’ . an he fi ity he 5) ic » } . a > Neenhe * 
sent epistle with a disquisition on the Deity of Christ.— ind the infinity of the punishment incurred in consequence 
: . . . ¢ sore s} » tha r a anevuave ~ is 
Consideriug, however, the important consequences invol-}0! {ranssression but what was the language of our Ilea 
’ 


e “4s aie Father he - ' ae my  h 
: ved in your jirst proposition, ] uow purpose to occupy the venly Father to the self-condemned pair? With the be- 


meal 


present opportunity in attempting to prove that the pro- uignity of love, & the gentle accentsof mercy, the sentence 

is position is erroneous, ab initio, and hefore the subject is was pronounced, and a Saviour proclaimed, who should 

abandoned, to put the doctrine entirely beyoud contro-|#!!y restore the human family to heavenly imnocene 
wersy, aud to happiness. 

lam fully aware of the philosophical maxim, which for- Were the declaration indeed true, that “every sin de 

vids the notice of more causes thau are required to induce} ©" ~ God's wrath and curse, both in this hfe and in that 

any given eflect. Where the mind is predisposed for the which is to come,” why talk of salvation? [fall have sin- 


A: : : ites i ae wed ey 5 ~ sheet *. 
reception of truth, an adherence to this maxum is desirable . he 1, and ¢ ne s hort of the Bory Ol Cio } ; an 1 if ¢ ve ry one 


ed 


gut where the mind is under the influence of false princi- shall receive according to Jis works, and your own do: 
ples, imbibed in youth, and sanctioned by traditions des- trine be true; your premises would furnish conclusions, at 
a i cen jing from father to son through successive gencrations. which the stoutest hearts would wither, and it might be 
i | my own experience admonishes me, to repeat line upon said as a consequence, that “men have lost their reason.” 
line, and to accumulate testimony. upon testimony, drawn So certain then as your premises are correct, so surely thy 
+4 from that constellation of witnesses which sheds its light word of God is pledged to exert omnipotent power for the 
+t through the pages of inspiration. infliction of inexpressible suffering on lus intellectual off 
Let us commence with the history of the first transzres-|°PP Ms) while the throne of Jehovah shal! endure. 
sion on record. Do we there find one word uttered rela-}| The only phrase used in seripture, within my recollec- 
| tive tothe infinity of sin? Not one. Before the trans-|tion, pointing favorably towards the proposition assumed 
: gression, the threat denounced on disobedience was deaih,|by you, is found in the mouth of one of Job’s “miserable 
aud that consequence was to follow in the dex when theleomforters.” Eliphaz, the Temanite, asks affirmatively. 
act should be committed. Of the nature of the meaning}*Is not thy wickedness great ? and thine iniquities infinite.” 
i$ | of this threat, we read the infliction of labor and sufiering,|The answer to this question is found in the last chapter oi * 
return|Job, where, among other things, we read, “The Lerd said san 


- 


| and of its extent, that it should continue Soniil thou 
gj to the ground.” 


to Eliphaz, the Temanite, My wrath is kindled against 
iE i I am not ignorant of the exposition which the 
E . ie 


clergy|thee, and against thy two friends; fur ye have not spoken 
Such has been their 
4 predilection for the extension of human misery, that this 
simple denunciation hes been tortur 


{ 
have attached to this declaration. of me the thing that is right, as my servant Job hath.” 


The gloomy poet, Dr. Young, has carried the point ra 





kured {9 mean femmora/.'ther furiher than ithe Temanite ¢i), bv declaring, that 
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-here would be hell, although there were no God! This} 
is precisely its whole breadth, as generally contended for. 
Neither scripture, nor the deductions of philosophy, admit 
more than one first cause, necessarily independent and self- 
existent, and all else as secondary, of course not pecessari- 
ty existing, but merely accidents. If, aceording to Dr. 
Young, hell be this self-existence, and be independent of 
Jehovah, God is but an accident, and mzy cease to be.— 
flow much soever you may deprevate this conclusion, it 
results of necessity from the proposition under considera- 
tion. Dr. Young is full on this point, when he ssys, 


“One infinite, enough for man to range.” 


But it is more than possible, that I may here anticipate 
an objection. It may be urged, in view of this result, that 
it is not intended to represent sin as absolutely infinite, but 
as producing endless consequences. To this it might be 
answered, that if the evil actions of finite beings produce 
such vast and overwhelming cousequences, Why are not 
*he virtuous actions of finite beings equally extensive as 
their vicious ones? Here again, orthodoxy is ready with 
its answer. The same poet says, “Moments seize, Heaveu’s 


” 


on their wings.” Thus, the stream rises higher than the 


fountain, and the effect exceeds the cause. The laws of| 
wature are reversed, and the volitions of a mutable crea- 
ture ure paramount to the fiat of Omnipotence. Free a- 
zency usurps the throne of universal pature, and sways the 
sceptre of all worlds. 

Admit for a moment that sin and its consequences endure 
endlessly, and it follows that the counsel of God will not 
stand, and that all bis pleasure will nof be performed. 
and this is the precise use to which it is apphed. We 
jearn from one of the epistles, what is the ultimate object 
or counsel of God, and are assured that the good pleasure 
which he hath purposed in himself, is, *'That ia the dispen- 
sation of the fulness of times,he might gather together in 
one, all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and 
which are on earth, even in him.” 

To prevent this very purpose, is this dogma vindicated. 
ihe works of nature speak the goodness of God, and the 
volume of inspiration repeats the soul-satisfying declara- 
‘ions “The heavens declare the glory of God, and the fir- 
mament showeth his handy work.” The glory of God, is 
his goodacss, agreeably to the sentiment in Exodus xxxiv. 
Again—*The Lord is good to all, and his tender mercies 


° F ° } 
are over all his works.” But what avails this benevolence, 


ifthe infinity of sin will finally drag us to irretrievable ru- 
in? Jn this view of the subject, the very attempt to save 
men from sin, isa work of the most consummate folly— 
and the labor is utterly hopeless. Whea John exclaim- 


INQUIRER. 19 
defeat the power of God, who declares in language most 
positive, that sin shall end, and suffering cease. The serip- 
tures are clear and explicit, in setting forth the reign of 
grace as exceeding the reign cfsin, and they contain the 
most luminous promises of the subjection of the moral 
world to the rightecus law of love. 

Could the opposite principle obtain a victory, why de 
we not see both the natural and moral world verging te 
destruction, and evidently fitted for the dreadful catastro 
phe? Why are we Ulessed with ibe early and the latter 
rain—seed time and harvest—the varying seasons—and 
the immense variety of the fruits of the earth, which fill 
our hearts with joy and gladnoss? {s it not that we may 
“look threugh nature up to nature’s God?” Is it not that 
we may receive these benefits as an earnest of the abun- 
dant goodness of our Heavenly Father towards the bette: 
part, which is to survive the dissolution of the body ? 
Early inthe reformation, a portion of the Protestants 
adhered to the Papal doctrine of transubstantiation. Such 
were their prejudices, the effects of erroneous ideas, imbi- 
bed in youth, that even the violence of the mother church 
and the obstinacy of their contentions, could not entirely 
eradicate this palpable absurdity from their minds. Yet 
were they more excusable in maintaining this monstrous 
nnd irrational tenet, than are Protestants of our time in 
vindicating tle infinity of sin, or the never ending effects 
The words of Jesus Christ, 
on which thé doctrine of the real presence, or transmuta- 


supposed to proceed from it. 


tion of wafers into the true body of Christ, is founded, are 
superlatively more to the purpose, than any passage, or 
combination of passages, found in sacred writ, for the dog- 
ma under consideration in particular, or for some others 
deemed essenéivis in Protestant churches, 

To agentleman of your information, however, it mus, 
be neediess to state the ever varying forms of the Proteus 
termed orthodoxy ; nor can it be necessary to contrast the 
present views of religion with those of our forefathers,— 
All cannot possibly be right, for “principle is eternal,” and 
we have thesame right, and our duty to ourselyes and 
posterity is equally as imperious, to examine the founda 
tion of our faith now, as it was om those who lived at the 
date of the reformation. 

Let us look at the practice of the moderns, and com- 
ipare it with this tenet. Why are Bible and Missionary 
Societies formed ?— Whatever may be the views of indi- 
viduals relative to the expediency of these societies, or the 
means used to support them, the unanimous suffrage of 
the eommunity will answer, that they are designed for the 


extinction of vice, aud the promotion of virtue. Butif sin 


ed, “Behold the Lamb of God, who taketh-away the sin of|be infinite in any sense, or if its effects must endure through 


the world,” he little dreamed of the infinity of transgres- 
cion as a cause, or hopeless and endless misery as a conse- 


quence. 


the wasteless ag’s of eternity, why talk ofreform? But 
further—reformations do occur, and I will not call your 
good sense in question so far as to anticipate your doubts, 


Sin, to be infinite, must be enthroned above Jehovah,j Nay, [am certain that you allow it, and your every day's 


and universal desolation must follow in order. Or if the 


experieuce contradicts the assumption of your proposition 
The limits of this 





ffects are euch as are commonly represented, they must 


Vicernecc: . 
epistolary discussion forbid me to en 
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ter into all the arguments which press lor utterance o 
ihis subject wnvextenso. It may suffice to have shown tha! 
the infinity of sin prostrates at one “fell swoop” the Deity 
of Jehovah. It is utterly incgmpatible with the declara 
tions of scripture which speak of sin as being blotted out— 
of being forgiven—of receiving according to demerit, and 
of after reconc.liation. On the supposition of its effects, 1) 
Jehovah be Almighty, it must evidently ceme to an end. 
Grace will reign superior toit. Death shall be destroyed 
as proceeding from it, and, it shall be sought for ard not be 
found. The triumph of Christ is to be over all enemies, 
Then shall all be taught of 


God, and the whole intellectual creation, which now 


ihe last of which 1s death. 


vroaneth and travaileth together im pain, shall be deliver: 
irom the bondage of corruption, into the glorious liberty o! 
the children of God. 
Iam far from being ignorant that the language of the 

clergy is, 

“Touch not acobweb in St. Paul's, 

Lest you should shake the dome ;” 
But whatever may become of systems, religion can be no 


loser by investigation. Truth can uever suffer by fair 


discussion; but when error is permitted to enfold herself 


in the sacerdotal robe, and every inquirer is guilty of con 
structive treason, then may ignorance and folly ride tri- 
umphant over the necks of a degraded and superstitious 
multitude, even in the heart of a society boasting of its ci- 
vil and religious freedoin. Respectfully yours, 


MAYHEW. 
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“ E arnesily contend for the faith.” 








NOTES ON THE SCRIPTURES. 


The second inquiry ts, who were set on the right hand, 


' 
att 


. 


‘she ciel thea G tay prison, they strictly threatened thems 
iot to speak to any man inthe name of Jesus, that his 
‘octrine might not spread among the people: that they 
mprisoned the apostles, for teaching, and curing the sicir 
inthe name of Jesus, aceusing them of disobedience te 
their command, of filling Jerusalem with their doctrine, 
and of seeking to bring the blood of Christ on the Jews 
and that they afterwards took counsel to kill them, but 
gave up their design, as Gamaliel advised. ‘That they ac- 
cused and stoned Stephen, slew James, the brother of John, 
with the sword, imprisoned Peter again, raised such a per- 
secution against the church in Jerusalem, that they were 
pall scattered abroad, except the aposties, took counsel to 
vill Paul, stoned him at Lystra. raised a mob at Jerusalens 
‘or the purpose of destroying him, and finally, that they 
laid themselves under a curse, that they would neither 
eat nor drink, till they had slain him. Indeed, the Acts, 
and the writings of the first apostles incontestibly prove, 
that the persecutions endured by the christians before the 
lestruction of Jerusalem were mostly excited by the Jews, 
and that they were the most fierce and unyielding opposers 
of the gospel, and the most bitter adversaries of its preach» 
ers. It does not appear, during ihts time, that the Gen- 
tiles persecuted private or public christians, but from mo- 
tives of policy, or where their prospect of gain was taken 
away; but the Jews entertained deep aud malignant pre 
judices against christianity, and were disposed io treat all 
its friends as they had its founder. So obstinate, so ex- 
ceedingly mad were they against the new dispensation, 
that Paul, writing to the Thessalonians, says, For ye, breth- 
ren, became followers of the churches of God, which in 
Judea are in Christ Jesus; for ye also have suffered like 
things of your own countrymen, even as they have of the 
Jews; who both killed the Lord Jesus and their own propl- 
‘s, and have persecuted us ; ond they please not God, and 
are contrary to all men; forbidding us to speak to the Gen- 
tiles, that they might be saved, to fill up their sins alway ; 


now in the end anger is coming upon them. ‘This passage 


and who on the left? It is replied, those, who had doue!lmost clearly evidences the persecuting disposition of the 


good to Christ's disciples, are set on the right, arm! those, 


whe had done them evil, are set on the left. Cuuld we 


Jews, their hatred of Christ and christians, their extreme 
unwillingness that the gospel should be preached to the 


determine who performed those opposite deeds, the ques-}Geutiles, and that they were rapidly filling up the meas- 


tion concerning the blessed an] cursed would be settled. 


ure of their sins, Which would’ terminate im the ruin of 


Let us then search the scripture history, for the ascertain-|their nation. In the tight of the above quotations we dis- 


meut of this important fact. 
nation, it may be proper to state, tuat the Jews, as a na- 
tion, were set on the left, and the Gentiles, as a nation, 
were set on the right. If these statements can be proved, 
this portion of the inquiry will be completed. 

The four Gospels and the Acts are so full of the wicked 
conduct of the Jews to Christ and his immediate followers, 
that copious extracts from them are deemed unnecessary 
to establish the opinion already advanced ; a few howey- 
er will be given. We learn from the Acts, that the Jews 
imprisoned Peter and John for working a miracle, and 


preaching in the name ef Christ, and that, after they hod 


But previous to this exami-|cover, that the Jews sustained the character of the wicked, 


who were placed on the left haud in the x«fional separa. 
tion, and that they were termed wicked, because they per- 
secuted and killed the apostles of Christ, the very persous 
whom he called his brethren. 
It may be well to remark, that, through the New Testa- 
* 
meat, the words kingdom of God, kincdom of heaven, and 


gospel of the kingdom, signity the gospel dispensation, or 
the christian religion; with this explanation of those lerms, 
we shal} easily understand the predictions of Christ con- 
cerning his nation, and their fulfilment in the events that 


‘eae It sheuld also 
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fwo nations, and as the only nations in existence. With}e 


lom, the gospel dispensation, prepared ior them from the 


these prefatory observations in mind, let us attend to the}foundation of the world. 


prophecies of Jesus. After he had spoken to the Jews the 


Before closing this subject, we wopld remark, that ia 


parable of the vineyard, he says, Therefore [ say unto you,|scripture, the right hand imports the highest degree of fa- 


the kingdom of God shall be taken from you and given to alvor or dignity, but the left, a smaller degree of exaltation 


nation bringing forth the fruits thereof. On another occa-lor blessing. The conduct of Jacob, and the feelings of Jo- 


sion, Christ, addressing his nation, says, There shall belseph, when his father blessed Ephraim and Manasses, con- 


woeping and gnashing of teeth, when ye shall see Abra-|firm our statement, and show how those terms should be 


ham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets, in the 


understood in the New Testament, from the manner in 


Kingdom of God, and you yourselves thrust out.—And, be-|which they were used inthe Old. Then, as Ephraim and 


hold, there are dast which shall be first ; and there are firs! 


Manasseg were placed on the right and the left, so were 


which shall be /ast. Again, Christ, speaking to the mul-|the Jews placed on the right, and the Gentiles on the left. 


Utude, says, Many shal! come from the east and the west, 
and shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in 
the kingdom of heaven; but the children of the kingdom 
shall be cast out into utter darkness ; ther. shall be weep- 
ing and gnashing of teeth. With one more quotation, this 
wart of the evidence shall be closed. When the Jews at 
Antioch contradicted and blasphemed, Paul and Barnabas 
waxed bold, and said, it Was necessary that the word of 
God should first have been spoken unto you; but seeing 
ve put it from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of ever- 
\asting life, lo, we turn to the Genéi/es. Having seen that 
the persecutors of Christ's brethren, his apostles, were to 
be set on the left hand, and that the Jews were their most 
cruel and unweariable adversaries; having seen Chirist’s 
declaration, that the kengdom of God should be taken from 
the Jews, and given to a nation bringing forth its fruits, and 
that the gospel was taken from the Jews, and given to the 
frentiles, must we not be satisfied that this explanation is 
correct, as it harmonizes the scriptures, and accords with 


fhe past and present history of Jews and Gentiles. 


Ou the other hind, the Gentiles most commonly receiv- 
ed the gospel with joy and gratitude, and treated its preach- 
ers with kindness, unless the Jews excited them to contra- 
ict and persecute. A few scriptures on this point must 
suffice. And Philip went down to a city of Samaria, and 
preached Christ to them. And the people with one ac- 
cord gave heed unto those things, which Philip spake, seeing 
and hearing the miracles which he did.—dnd there was 
Breat joy in that city. The conversion of the Ethiopian 
treasurer goes in proof o€cur statement, and so does the 
reception of Peter by Cornelius. And the believers of the 
circumcision, as many as came with Peler, were amazed, 
thaton the Gentiles also, the gift of the holy spirit was 
poured out. Now the apostles, and the brethren that 
were in Judea, heard tliat the Gentiles also had received 
the word of God. Indeed, the whole history of the apos- 
tles’ preaching would establish our position, aud conclu- 
sively demonstrate, that the Jews felt and expressed enmi- 
ty to the gospel and its promulgators, which the Gentiles 
did not experience, and that the latter were comparative?) 
ihe friends and benefactors of Christ’s ministers. In the 


light of all this testimony, nothing would seem plainer, 


. 


till the kingdom of heaven was taken from God's chosen 
people, and then their conditions were completely rever- 
ved. 
Should it be asked, why the Jews are cursed avd the 
Gentiles blessed. it is replied, it was the custom of the Is- 
raciites, and is the practice of the seriptures to consider 
those cursed, who were ignorant, or destitute of great pri- 
vileges, and those blessed, who had much understanding, 
or who eijoyed many and great favors, We have room 
for only one passage on this point; the Pharisees, speak- 
ing of the multitude being deceived by Christ’s preaching. 
say, But this people, who knoweth not the law, are cursed. 
The Jewish nation, however, were cursed with blindness 
of mind and hardness of heart, that they might fulfil the 
declarations of their prophets, complete the measure of 
their iniquity, and send the gospel to all the inhabitants of 
earth, by remaining monuments of its truth, in continu: 
to disbelieve and reject it. 
It cannot be objected to the above exposition, that the 
good acts, which curistians have periprined, each to the 
other, are mentioned in this national division, for they are 
-xpressly confined to Christ's brethren, his immediate ayoe- 
tles. As there must have been atime when the kingdom 
of God was taken from the Jews, from the evidenve alres- 
dy produced, may we not believe they were deprived of i 
when their nation was scattered, and that the Gentiles at 
that time began to inherit the kingdom prepared for them 
from the foundation of the world. Hf those only can be 
saved, who do good to Chirist’s brethren, all who lived be- 
fore he caine, ail infants, and all who never see his Ureth- 
ren, must be lost. 
—_— 
DEBATE ON UNIVERSALISM. 
The sixth and last number of the Ph ladelphia Discus 
sion is chiefly employed in ascertaining the import of e 
certain Greek word, and determining whether God's will 
Mr. M’Calla asserts, that the 


word, translated everlasting in the common version of the 


shall be aecomplished. 


scriptures, means an absolute eternity, and then admits ite 
signification is frequently limited. Mr. Kneeland econ- 
tends, that the meaning of ererlas/ing is variably settled 


by the worl or subject to which it is applied, and that, as 





yueu that the Gentiles, who had dove good to Cbrict’sfit is jomed to things which have passed away, it can ren- 
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der nothing cferna}, to which it is prefixed, or appended. 
Mr. MM Calla asserts, that God has two wills, enue of pre- 
cept, and one of purpose; that his will of purpose will be 
carried into effect, unexceptionably and forever, but that 
his will of precept may, or may not be accomplished, as it 
is conditional, and depends on the co-operation of man.— 


Mr. Kneeland, withcut formelly adinittiag this deality of 


a 


saten ! The committee then concluijed to call a church 
meeting of male members the next Wednesday even ng, 
On Sabbath, Nov. 7th, at their communion season. and be- 
fore the whole church, say, about 300 members, the Pas- 
tor stated, that there must be a church meeting for discip- 
line, on the succeeding Wednesday evening, (10th Nov.) 
on account of two of their members, one of which, Mr. 





oO 


wills in God, shows, with much strength and perspicuity,{ 
his will of purpose concerning the happiness of all men, 
nnd therefore contends, that the arguments or asscrtic 23) 


efhis opponent are both irrelevant and inconclusive. 


This number contains Mr. M’Calla’s second challenge, 
and Mr. Kneelam’s reply, in whicn are specified the terms 
en which he would meet him, the points to be ciscussed,|! 
and the rules by which they should be governed. 

Through this debate, we have thought Mr. M’Caila 
treated his antagonist with the most inexcusable con- 
tempt and abuse, aud had coneluded te remark on ii; but, 
as he confesses, in this number, that “he verily believes, 
that since the commencement of this discussion, he has 


sinned enough to dama a whole world, if God should im- 





pute it to them,” we consider his uusohcited acknowledg- 
ment a sufficient animadversion on his conduct. It is ho-; 
ped this investigation may be productive of extensive good, 
by leading all to a erilical reading of the scriptures, and by 
eausing each advoeate of endless torment to manage his 
argument with an unperverted mind, and with christian 
fomper. 
— ~~ 
NOTICE. 

A Christmas discourse will be delivered in the Univer- 
salist Church, in this city, on the afternoon of the fourth 
Sabbath of this month. 

—_— 


TO CORRESPONDENTs. 


faith. The meeting above noticed, convened, which con- 
sisted of but TWENTY-oNZ males: when Mr. Eddy arose 
aud read the following : 


“Brethren—You are doubtless acquainted with the de- 
sign of this meeting; it iz therefore unnecessary that I offer 
any remarks by way of explanation. 


My views, with respect to the christian relizion, are well 
known to many present; but I have bera, as] understand, 
accused by the Pastor of this church, of denying the funda- 
mental principles of tie christian faith. To this, | feel my- 
self in duty bound toreply, “touching all things whereof t 
aim accused” vetore this church : wherefore, | beseech you 
to hear me patieutly, i shail in as briefa manuer as pos- 
sible, explain to you, my respected brethren in the Lord, 
my present views of the Christian scheme. [| declare unt 
you all in the presence of the all-seeing JEHOVAH, the 
following to be the essentials of my taith, as drawn from the 
geriptures of divine truth. 


Firs}. [believe in one GOD, who is omiiscient, omnipo 


yfené and onmipresent ; the CREATOR and sole Proprie- 


tor of the universe, 

Second. 1 beiieve in one Lord Jesus Christ, appointed 
an] elected of God, to be the propittation for the sins of the 
whole world: that Avs is the only name given under heav- 
ea among men whereby we must be saved. 


Third. 1 believe in one baptism, namely. the baptism of 
Christ ; “he shall baptize yon with the Holy Ghost nd 
with fire ;” and that this baptisin is that which can alone 
cleanse from moral pollution, aud bring us into the enjoy- 
inent of eternal life. 

Fourth. 1 believe in the doctrine ef rewards and punish 
ments, as taught in the scriptures of divine truth. “The 
righteous shall be recompensed in the earth, much more 


ithe wicked aad the sinver.” “There is no peace to the 


wicked, saith my God.” “The way of transgressors is 
hard.” “le that doeth wrong shall receive for the wrong 


“LinpsExy” and “Mxgnror” are received, aad will ap-|which he hath done: and there is no respect of persons” 








MISCELLANEOUS, 
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Fyrom the (Providence) Chrisiian Telescope. 


APPIAL TO THE PUBLIC, 


with God. “That no chastening for the present seemeth te 


‘ 
. 


{be joyous, but grievous ; nevertheless, afterward it yield- 
eth the peaceable fruis of righteousness unto them which 


are exercised thereby.” “Great peace have they that love 
thy jaw, and nothing shall offend them.” “For the work 
of righteousness shall be peace; and the effect of righteous- 
ness, quietness and assurance forever.” 





INTRODUCTION. 
The charge preferred against Br. Richard Eddy, beings 
brought before about UO members of the church, at a sea- 
son of communion; in which his views were grossly mis- 
represented, and he having no opportunity to remove that 
‘alse impression, except im the presence of twenty-one of 
‘he members of said church, renders it necessary for hiza to 
appeal to the tribunal of an impartial public. 


APPEAL. 


On Wednesday Evening, November 2d, Mr. Richard 
ijddv was called before the committee of Rev. Mir. Wil- 


Fifth. Tbeheve (hat all mankind are judged according 
to the deeds done in the body, by the man Christ Jesus, 
who is appointed of God the Judge of quick and dead. 
“He shall not fail nor be discouraged till he have set jude 
ment in the earth, and the isles shall watt for his law.” 
“Now is the judgment of this world ; now is the prince of 
this world cast out ; and J, if Tbe lifted up from the earth, 
willdraw all men unto me.” “For the time is come that 
judgmeut must begin at the house of Ged, and if it first 
begin at us, what shall the end of them be that obey not 
the gospel of God.” “And when he is come (the Comforter) 
he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousuess, and 


of judgment : of sin, because they believe not on me ; of 
{ 


son's church ; (he having attended to the cali of previous|righteousness, heeanse I go to my Father, and you see me 


*ommittees.) Mr. Eddy stated to this last committee his 
religious views, as he had formerly done to the other com- 
mittees, and observed, that he had stated, and again repeat- 


no more; of judgmeut, because the prince of this world is 
judged.” 


Sixth. [believe that Jesus Christ, as stated by himself, 





ed his request for a dismission to join the Universalist 
Church. The Pastor, Kev. Mr. Wilson, observed, that no 
person should have a disuist.on to vo to that synagogue of 





“came down from heaven, not to do his own will, but the 
,willof him that sent him.” “And this (saith he,) is the 
jwill of him that sent me, that of all which he hath given 
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me | should jose nothing, but should raise ‘it up again Lat partakees of the ‘saikdeees and candor a christian charity, i is 
the last day.” ‘eft for the calm reflection of the christian public to decide. 
Seventh. I believe that all things are given to Christ in} Nothing that uppertains to these proceedings would have 
the covenant of redemption: for itis written, “The Fa-}been given to the public, had not the character of brother 
ther loveth the Son and hath given all things into his Eddy been assailed with the slanderous epitheths of INFI 
hands.” “And thou hast given him power over all flesh}1DELITY and ATHEISM !!! 
that he should give eternal life to as many as thou hast giv- 
en him.” And the Saviour declares, “All the Father giv- . 
eth me.shall come to me; and him that cometh to me, | ASTONISHING INFATUATION. 
will in ne wise cast out.” JT believe the will of God em-| The following account fairly exhibits the influence of 
braces the salvation of the whole intelligent creation. 
“God will have all men to be saved and come unto the aig i 
knowledve of the truth.” I believe this to be the revealed)" of God’s character and purpose generally eventuates 
wil! of Jehovah, & a will of purpose. “Having made knowu/in mania, self-mutilation, or death. Let any one compare 
unto us the mystery of his will according to his good pleas- 
ure which he hath purposed in himself, that in the dispen- BB henge 
cation of the fulness of times, he might gather together in|COBsequences of belief in this case, and say what resem- 
one, all thingsin Christ ; both which are m heaven, and|blance he discovers. False religion deprives of reason, 
which are on earth, even in him.” “Who hath saved us, hope, limbs and life; while the religion of Jesus restores 
and called uns with an holy cailng, not according to our d : eee 
works. but according to his own purpose and grace which|the right mind, animates hope, preserves lile, aud gives joy 
was givea us in Christ Jesus before the world began, but)unspeakable and full of immortality. 
is now made manifest by the appearing of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, and 
brought life and immortality to lght through the gos- 


——— 


fear on a susceptible mind, and shows, that misapprehen 


the effects of the gospel in the days of Christ, with the 


An extraordinary act of fanaticism took place at the Ho- 
tel, Carnarvon, on Monday last. A servant, who was 
1” there, borrowed an axe from one of the servants of the 
ne house. He took it into his bed-room, very composed! 
hay i —— ; use. | $ » Very comp y 
f —- / belie ve all me bs ae po = a. a placed his left hand upon the foot of the ed, and with the 
ea 1 aa sig ig voll was in he ate adh ae Me. axe in his right hand chopt it clearly off! Having thrown 
—e 7 “9 ane Pye a ltahaceligedpes . rist shall all paieriger the hand under the bed, he came down, holding the stump, 
ane 89 ; a p Ete — we shall not all bleeding profusely, which must have caused his death in a 
— ts on . e 4 _ ote oy in age g mm the} hort time, had not the waiter made use of a handkerchief 
yinkling of re, ¢ as imp; fo > vs 
wink ing of an eye, A rt mp 3 r ie rumpet by way of tourniquet, and by that means partially stopt 
.ghall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and]... yJood until surzical aid was procured. On the arrival 
. iDeniih sine , * - e F Maal SME RIAL « re ‘ - a 
we shall ae — I Pree corruptible anuet put °D| of the surgeon, he was so exhausted, that further amputa- 
macorraption, and tis mortal mune put on immertalty. tion could notthen be performed, but it has since been 


done, and the poor man seems likely tosurvive. ‘This hor- 
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These are my present views, drawn from the lively ora- 


eles of God; and | submit to you, brethren, whether with rifying act of seli-mutilation was effected forthe avowed 
st 


these views you can in charity aud christian candour, deny purpose of being better enabled to enter into the“Kingdom 
me the prerogative of christian fellowship. But, knowing|of Heaven!!!” Every possible eare has been taken of 
that many of the members of this church do not consider him, and a person continually watches him; he haz since 
me entitled to their fellowship, and agreeable to my own|been dull and silent, and it is much to be feared, that the 
feelings, I request a letter of dismission to the First Unt-jdelusion has by no means left him, and that some other 
VERSALIST CHURCH in this town, with sach a recommen-!member of his body, or indeed his bife, may be the next 
dation as you can conscientiously bestow.” sacrifice to his most unuatural mania. Eng. Jour. 
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After which, some questions were asked him, and among 
the rest, the following, which are here given to the public. ; 
in order to show what this church consider the findamen- 
fais of the christian faith. “Do you believe m a real per- 
sonal devil, that was once an angel of light” “Do vou 
believe ina general judgment, and rewards and punish- 
ments after the general resurrection?” These questions 
being answered in the negative, it was consider- 
ed proper to withdraw fellowship from him, and deny to 
him the prerogative of the christian name. 


—— a 

Extract froma Sermon of the Rev. Joseph Francis. —“Le' 
this idea dweil in our minds, that our duties to God and our 
duties to men, are not distinct and independent duties, nt 
are involved in cach other: that devotion and virtue are 
not different things but the same thing ; eitherin different 
stages or in different stations, in different points of progress 
or circumstances of situation. What we eall devotion, for 
the sake of distinction, during its initiatory & instrumental 
exercises, is devotion in its infancy, the virtue which, after 
atime, it produces, is devotion in its maturity: the con- 
templation of Deity is devotion at rest ; the execution oi 
“At a meeting of the Beneficent Congregational Church|!!s command is devotion in action. Praise is religion in the 
of Christ, in Providence, holden in their vestry, November|te™ple, or in the closet ; industry, from @ sense of duty, is 
10, 1824—when the standing of our brother, Richard Eddy,|"eligion in the shop or field ; commercial inte grity is reli- 
was taken into consideration, he having avowed his belief|gion in the mart; the communication of cansolation is re 
of doctrines, which in the view of this church, are contrary|! ligion in the hot use of mourning ; tender attention is reli- 
to the scriptures of truth. Therefore voted, to withdraw|'® the chamber of sickness ; paternal instruction is religion 
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On which a motion was made, of which the following is 
given as acorrect copy from theclerk’s book. 
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watcheare and fellowship from him. at the heart : judicial justice ts religion on the bench; pat ; 
Attest JOHN DUNWELL, CV. pro tem riotism is religion in the public councils.” it 
’ pa 1 ahilay Ne fem. ye 
A true copy of the records ; ong 
Attest, WALTER PAINE, Clerk.” From the Chrisiian Inielligencer 


About two-thirds of the feenty-one arising in favor of the Mr. SrreetEen—The most frequent objection to the 
: _ : ol fe : s - ome 5 é us CUIOr { th 
motion ; when Mr. Eddy arose and requ sted a written! joctrine which | have embraced, is, that it is of danzerovs 
copy of the reasons for his exelusion from the Chareh. Al- ten leney Till ritloie a fe w week “the « rthodox” t 
on me rords . Siete d hi sa wend. oe na ie veeks, “the orthoco as 
posse vente » the Pastor told him he was no longer ; they call themselves, in this place, have been constantly at 
member of this church, and that he might withdraw. * ? 


firm ne that t ose -vno conmimit f7icine, are Lniversattsts. 
Ho ’ fa this con oh . AVS Uys of aif ban see ~ “=< . ! 
~ 





aciremnstance ‘ook place among us, a Sow week: since 
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which we e all dee} ply dep! ore, i] hough it ‘ias, for the present, Lastly. 7 Wish to pave ti srg 4 understood, Liat from 

stopped the siouthe of Limiterian gainsayers. “Lhe wife|several years acquaintance with Mr. and Mrs. Stearns, f 
of Rey. Silas Stearns committed suicide by taking .drsenic. lhe ‘eve the -y have been we a wishers to the whole humane 
Sue purchased the dead/y poison on Saturday, attendedjrace, and have endeavored to a loru the ir profession, by a 
public worship in the forenoon, afternoon, aud evening, on} well ordered lite and conversation, | hors fore, since we 
the Sunday following. But just before she retired to rest,{must all, sooner or later, give au account for the deeds don 
she touk the virsenie, and soon began to lam: nt to her hus-fin the body, let us strive to be kmd and chamtable, though 
hand that she must soon part with him and her littie son.)we honestly difler wa our religious sentiments. 














rom the turn ef ber conversation, Mr. Stearns mistrusted SINCERITY. 
that she hadtaken something with the mteution of des- Bath, Nov. 7, 1824. 

trov'og her life, and after seriously questioning her, at 

ten rth made her acknowiedve it. Medical aid was imme- — igpinahiel : me 
diately called, but all to uo purpose. Mrs, Stearus re- 


ta aed her senses till the next morning, bat expressed no = — 
sorrow that she had perpetrated the tatal deed. She ex- 
pressed un expectation of recovering from her illness. 

Now, Sir, as you have never published any accounts like 
thir, perhaps you will be unwilling to give it an insertion 
tn your columns, jest it should wound the teelings ot sur- 
Vivine relatives, antess Tassigm some reason: for requesting 
it. Vou wik, therefore, consider the following ; and if 
they are suifcient to justify you in complying with my re- 
quest, Psiall be gratified; but it not sufficient, I shall notic* nnn — dep eH : = , 
be offended. 





“Let every thing that hath breath pra the Lord.” 
I wish to show to the world, that Universalists can een at 


prudish such melancholy transactions, without acersing the WIORNING EYMN. 


unbappy perpetrator, of being hardened in crime, or of be- 


ing under the influence of the doctrine of the church, to In Sleep’s serene oblivion laid, 
which the person may chance to belong. Were I to take [safely pass‘d the silent night ; 

the same ground that Limitarians do, I should go on to At once | see the breaking shade, 
prove, that Calvinism leads to all manner of sin, and tn the Aud drink again the morning hght 
end, to self-murder!) But charity torbids that } should de 


New-born—|I bless the waking hour, 
Once more, with awe, rejoice to be 
My conseious soul resumes her es 
And springs, my gracious God, to tl 


it. Mra, stearns hivedin full fellowship with the Calvinist 
Church, ip this town. till the day of her death; and. tho’ 
erroneocns in her sentiments, |] doubt net but that she was 


achristinug woman, 





2 It isa part of my object to let your reacers sce, that (), cuide me through the various maze 
While our opposers ure so active, even in fabricating stories My doubtful feet are doom’d to tread ; 
against Universalists when they ean find nothmg else to And spread thy shield’s protecting blaz: 
publish, they are careful not te promulgate the errors and When dangers press around my head 
tata! deeds of their ownehurch-members. Does not every — ve ; 
enndid: person believe, that if a woman, professmg the Uni- \ deeper shade will soon impend, 
versalist faith, in Bath, had taken her own life, with so \ deeper sleep my eyes oppress: — 
mnneh premeditation and calmness, the story would have Let still thy strength shall me def — 
been publ, shed and circulated, with all the aggravations. Phy goodness still shall deign to bless 


and appendages, and warnings, attending it, which ingenu- 
ity and priesteraft conid have uvented? Even the chil- 
dren of Universalist pareuts would have it flung im their 
face, as an awlul evidence of the licentivusness of that duc- 
trine. 


That deeper shade shall fade away, 
‘That deeper sleep shall leave my eyes 
Thy light shall give eternal day! 
Thy love the rapture of the skies ! 








2 Qi SF : ae om Stas Patel ease ie, Se . 
3. Should it be said that. in this fatal o t, which 1s sui- ivi RRiED 

it : A a 
eide of the most deliberate deseription, Mrs. Stearns was ; eee ? 
deranged. would wish toreply,that the same ts unlombt- In Bristol, on the 26th ult. by the Rev. Luther Hart. 
edly true, ofall selfmurderers. Hf the charitable sugves-|George L pson. J Esq. of Bristol, to Miss Emily Rartholo- 
tion is a dmissible in this Instance, Why not equally so inf Mews darghter of Mr. Conservator Bartholomew of the 
all others ? same place. 


The same people who represent it as being so aad At Middletown, Joseph Trumbull, Esq. of this city tc 
tremely criminal for any, excepting the orthodox, to com- Miss Eliza Storrs, daughter of the late Lemacl Storrs, Esq. 
mit suicide, hold, that a willingness to die, is pretty sure! At Simsbury, on the 7th mst. by the Rev. Mr. McLean 
evidence of a preparation for death, Vat if that argu-!Mr. William H. Hoadley, of this city to Miss Harriet L 


ment is sonnd, who exiubits brighter evidence of the tri-| Hillyer, of Granby P 

umphs of faith than suchas prefer death to lite—volunta- <> 3 > _ 
CY it suicide. burn themselves on the f “1 pile a 

faly commit suicide, burn themselves on the funeral pile, 

er assent to be ground to atoms, uncer the ponderous DIED. 


” 


wheels of Juggernaut’? But, Sir, b contend that a wil-] at p erin, on the 25th ult. Harmet Eliza, aged & years, 
lingness to de is ne sure evistence of christianity. Peoplelgauchter of Mr. Leicester Osgood; Mr. Solemon Norton. 
ofall religions, and of all nations, may be reconciled tolaved 64 ; Mr. Leonard Dickerson, aged 4! ; Mrs. Cather- 
death, without evincing Saeth truth or untruth of the funca-line Flubbard, aged 49, wife of Mr. John Hubbard. 





mcutal articles of their bel Unless the love of God ts == sas ' 
shed abroad in the heart, an id the soul becomes reconciled}. At Middletown, very saddenly, Wiliam Van Deursey, 
‘ ar L near’, aM { 20 Sire it ed * : _ c ‘ Lp 
to its maker, froin a realizing sense of his lo ely characte peed: aged 71 years. Surveyor of the Port. 
we cannot suppose thata willingness to dic, christian re-| In Ashiord, (WesiLord Society) on the Ist inst. Rev 
.o | 


eonciliatior 'Wrm. Storrs. pastox of the church anu society in that plgce 








